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The Fifth Sunday in Lent – A 
March 29, 2020 

10:00 a.m. 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 
A Congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Our Mission: Make Christ Known to All in Word and Deed 
 

Welcome to worship at Redeemer. We believe in the life-giving, inclusive and forgiving love of God manifest through his 

Son, Jesus Christ. Let us celebrate God’s wonderful gifts through hearing his Word, singing, prayer, and as a guest at His 

table. 
 

Children are always welcome in our worship services, but for those who desire it, Childcare for those age 3 and under is 

provided in the education wing during Sunday School and worship. 

 

Today’s worship emphasis: In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the 

dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the 

shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we 

might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we 

remember God’s unfailing promise in our baptism. 
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The Altar flowers are given by Diane Howell and Kathy Harrell to the glory of God and in loving memory of 

their husbands, Ronnie Howell and Vandy Harrell 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church  

525 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29210  

Telephone: 803-772-5419 

Visit us on the world wide web at www.relu.church 

 

The Reverend Gary Loadholdt, Pastor     pastorgary@relu.church 

 Jim Boatwright, Music Director                 jboat@relu.church 

 Jay Shuping, Parish Financial Administrator    jshuping@relu.church 

 Amanda Burke, Director of Youth,  

    Family Ministries, and Outreach     aburke@relu.church 

 Nancy Bouknight, Preschool Director     redeemer234@gmail.com 

Debbie Suydam, Parish Secretary                dsuydam@relu.church 

Carmen Braddy, Nursery Worker 
 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26354. 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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PRELUDE  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  We stand. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is present, who gives life, 

who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

Amen. 

 

If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

 

We kneel or sit as we are able.  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. 

We confess that we have turned away from you, 

knowingly and unknowingly. 

We have wandered from your resurrection life. 

We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. 

Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you 

and dwell in your house forever. Amen. 

 

Receive good news: God turns to you in love. 

“I will put my spirit in you, and you shall live,” says our God. 

All your sin is forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 

who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you. 

Amen. 

 
 

 

GATHERING 

 

GATHERING SONG  We turn to face the cross as it is processed in. 

  

Hymn 618                                                             Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer 
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GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE                                                   
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The hymn of praise is omitted during lent. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Let us pray, Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the 

power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 We sit. 

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

 pilgrim through this barren land. 

 I am weak, but you are mighty; 

 hold me with your pow'rful 

hand. 

 Bread of heaven, bread of 

heaven, 

 feed me now and evermore, 

 feed me now and evermore. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

 where the healing waters flow; 

 let the fire and cloudy pillar 

 lead me all my journey through. 

 Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

 shield me with your mighty arm, 

 shield me with your mighty arm. 
 

3 When I tread the verge of 

Jordan, 

 bid my anxious fears subside; 

 death of death and hell's 

destruction, 

 land me safe on Canaan's 

side. 

 Songs and praises, songs and 

praises, 

 I will raise forevermore, 

 I will raise forevermore. 
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Word 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

FIRST READING                                                 Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in exile, will live 

again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they 

will know that “I am the Lord.” 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he 

brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me 

down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 

bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very 

dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 

I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of 

the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 

I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 

breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the LORD.” 

  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and 

as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 

bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 

flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 

them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he 

said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I 

prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 

came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 

feet, a vast multitude. 

  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are 

the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your 

graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, 

when I open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit 

within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 

on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 

the LORD, have spoken and will act, says 

the LORD.”

 

The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
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LENTEN ACCLAMATION We stand.       

  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

OneLicense.net #A-701829 

 

GOSPEL READING                                                      John 11:1-45 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 11th chapter. 

 

Glory to you, O Lord.  Spoken boldly! 

 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of 

the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the 

village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was 

the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 

wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 

was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 

“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus 

heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to 

death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of 

God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, 

though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 

Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 

stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us 

go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, 

and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, 

“Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 

walk during the day do not stumble, because they 

see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at 

night stumble, because the light is not in 

them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 

Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 

awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 

he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, 

however, had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely to 

sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 

dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 

that you may believe. But let us go to 

him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 

his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 

die with him.” 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 

already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany 

was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20When Martha 

heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 

while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to 

him, “I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe 

in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, the one coming into the world.” 

 

  28When she had said this, she went back and 

called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The 

Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 

she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
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him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, 

but was still at the place where Martha had met 

him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, 

consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 

They followed her because they thought that she 

was going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary 

came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his 

feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw 

her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 

weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 

deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid 

him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and 

see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, 

“See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 

man have kept this man from dying?”

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to 

the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been 

dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell 

you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 

God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked 

upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 

me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said 

this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, 

he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The 

dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 

of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 

them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with 

Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
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The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ.  Spoken boldly!   

 

We sit. 

SERMON   

 A Matter of Death and Life 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                 Hymn   613 

 Thy Holy Wings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. Amen 

3 Oh, wash me in the waters 

 of Noah's cleansing flood. 

 Give me a willing spirit, 

 a heart both clean and good. 

 Oh, take into thy keeping 

 thy children great and small, 

 and while we sweetly slumber, 

 enfold us one and all 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 

 spread gently over me, 

 and let me rest securely 

 through good and ill in thee. 

 Oh, be my strength and portion, 

 my rock and hiding place, 

 and let my ev'ry moment 

 be lived within thy grace. 

 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 

 within thy downy breast 

 where I will find sweet comfort 

 and peace within thy nest. 

 Oh, close thy wings around me 

 and keep me safely there, 

 for I am but a newborn 

 and need thy tender care. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,  

those in need, and all of God’s creation.  

We kneel or sit as we are able. 

 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,  

trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.   
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you.  

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

The elements of Holy Communion are consecrated and will be distributed to individuals and families at the 

church on Wednesday between 2:00-6:00pm. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sending 
BLESSING    

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor  

and + give you peace. Amen.  

                             

CLOSING HYMN                                                                    Hymn  733 

 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING          

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Refrain 

 Great is thy faithfulness! Great is 

thy faithfulness! 

 Morning by morning new mercies 

I see; 

 all I have needed thy hand hath 

provided; 

 great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto 

me! 

 

1 Great is thy faithfulness, O God 

my Father; 

 there is no shadow of turning with 

thee; 

 thou changest not, thy 

compassions they fail not; 

 as thou hast been, thou forever wilt 

be. 

       Refrain 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime 

and harvest, 

 sun, moon, and stars in their courses 

above 

 join with all nature in manifold 

witness 

 to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and 

love.  Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that 

endureth, 

 thine own dear presence to cheer 

and to guide; 

 strength for today and bright hope 

for tomorrow, 

 blessings all mine, with ten 

thousand beside!  Refrain 
 


