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Welcome to Worship at Redeemer. we believe in the life-giving, inclusive

and forgiving love of God manifest through his Son, Jesus Christ. Let us celebrate God'’s
wonderful gifts through hearing his Word, singing, prayer, and as a guest at His table.

Today’s worship emphasis: In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the
disciples and offers them the gift of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience
the resurrection in our Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives.
Throughout the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

The Altar flowers are given by Jim and Sandy Devold in loving memory of our daughter
and sister, Amy Vick.

Redeemer Lutheran Church

525 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, South Carolina 29210
Telephone: 803-772-5419
Visit us on the world wide web at www.relu.church

The Reverend Gary Loadholdt, Pastor pastorgary@relu.church
Jim Boatwright, Music Director jboat@relu.church

Jay Shuping, Parish Financial Administrator jshuping@relu.church
Amanda Burke, Director of Youth,

Family Ministries, and Outreach aburke@relu.church
Nancy Bouknight, Preschool Director  redeemer234@gmail.com
Debbie Suydam, Parish Secretary dsuydam@relu.church

Carmen Braddy, Nursery Worker

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2013 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SAS006354

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches
of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Pre-Service Music

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ++ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Let us come into the revealing and healing light of God.
Silence is kept for reflection. We kneel or sit as we are able.

God of grace and glory,

you have brought us through the night of sin
into the light of Jesus’ resurrection.

Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin.
Make us alive in Christ, O God.

Make us new as you make all things new.
Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin,
renew us in grace,

and restore us to living in your holiness,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne!

The light of the risen Christ puts to flight all evil deeds,
washes away sin, restores innocence to the fallen,

casts out hate, brings peace, and humbles earthly pride.
Jesus Christ loves us

and F frees us from our sins by his blood.

To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen
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Gathering Hymn we stand as we are able. Hymn 384
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

That Easter day with joy was bright;
the sun shone out with fairer light
when, to their longing eyes restored,
th'apostles saw their risen Lord!

O Jesus, king of gentleness,
with constant love our hearts possess;
to you our lips will ever raise
the tribute of our grateful praise.

O Christ, you are the Lord of all
in this our Easter festival,
for you will be our strength and shield
from ev'ry weapon death can wield.

All praise, O risen Lord, we give
to you, once dead, but now alive!
To God the Father equal praise,
and God the Spirit, now we raise!

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Hymn of Praise

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray, Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope of
those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness
of Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. Amen.

Word

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE We sit.

FIRST READING

Acts 2:14a, 22-32

After the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles on Pentecost, Peter preaches the gospel to the
gathered crowd. He tells them that Jesus, who obediently went to his death according to
God'’s plan, was raised from the dead by God. Finally, he appeals to scripture, quoting
Psalm 16:8-11, to show that Jesus is the Messiah: though crucified, the risen Jesus is

now enthroned.

“2peter, standing with the eleven, raised
his voice and addressed [the

crowd], ?>“You that are Israelites, listen
to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth,
a man attested to you by God with deeds
of power, wonders, and signs that God
did through him among you, as you
yourselves know—=°this man, handed
over to you according to the definite
plan and foreknowledge of God, you
crucified and killed by the hands of
those outside the law. ?*But God raised
him up, having freed him from death,
because it was impossible for him to be

held in its power. **For David says
concerning him,

‘I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that |

will not be shaken;

therefore my heart was glad, and my
tongue rejoiced; moreover my flesh will
live in hope. 2’For you will not abandon
my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One
experience corruption. ®You have made
known to me the ways of life; you will
make me full of gladness with your
presence.” “*“Fellow Israelites, I may
say to you confidently of our ancestor
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David that he both died and was buried, saying,

and his tomb is with us to this ‘He was not abandoned to Hades,
day. *°Since he was a prophet, he knew nor did his flesh experience

that God had sworn with an oath to him corruption.’

that he would put one of his descendants %2This Jesus God raised up, and of that
on his throne. *'Foreseeing this, David all of us are witnesses.”

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah,

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION We stand as we are able.
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GOSPEL READING John 20:19-31

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord. Spoken boldly!
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and

the gift of the Holy Spirit. But one of their number is missing, and his unbelief prompts
another visit from the Lord.

When it was evening on that day, the were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
first day of the week, and the doors of came and stood among them and said,
the house where the disciples had met “Peace be with you.” °After he said this,
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he showed them his hands and his side.
Then the disciples rejoiced when they
saw the Lord. #!Jesus said to them again,
“Peace be with you. As the Father has
sent me, so I send you.” ?When he had
said this, he breathed on them and said
to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2°If
you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of
any, they are retained.”

4But Thomas (who was called the
Twin), one of the twelve, was not with
them when Jesus came. 2°So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see
the mark of the nails in his hands, and
put my finger in the mark of the nails
and my hand in his side, I will not
believe.”

25 week later his disciples were

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ. Spoken boldly!

We sit.

SERMON
An Easter We Will Never Forget

HYMN OF THE DAY

We Walk by Faith and Not By Sight

again in the house, and Thomas was with
them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and
said, “Peace be with you.” ?Then he
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but
believe.” *Thomas answered him, “My
Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have
seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have come to believe.”

%Now Jesus did many other signs in
the presence of his disciples, which are
not written in this book. *'But these are
written so that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of
God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

Michael Costello

Choir Only
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APOSTLES CREED We stand as we are able.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation.

We kneel or sit as we are able.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.
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PEACE We stand as we are able.
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal

DIALOGUE
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,

for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ,

the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin;
who in dying has destroyed death,

and in rising has brought us to eternal life.

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures,

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, living, and loving God,
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth.
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood,
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery,
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer.
We give you thanks for Jesus
who, living among us, healed the sick, fed the hungry,
and with a love stronger than death, gave his life for others.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore,
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection,
we await your promised life for all this dying world.
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup:
carry us in your arms from death to life,
that we may live as your chosen ones,
clothed in the righteousness of Christ.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
COMMUNION

All baptized Christians are invited to receive Holy Communion. The pastor will invite us
to partake of the elements in our homes.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray.

Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through
this meal you have opened us to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of
Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Sending

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor
and + give you peace. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN
Now All the VVault of Heaven Resounds

Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Eternal is the gift he brings,

therefore our heart with rapture sings:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Now still he comes to give us life
and by his presence stills all strife.
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

SENDING

Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Hymn 367

Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
set heart and will on things above

that we conquer through your triumph;
grant grace sufficient for life's day
that by our lives we truly say:

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Adoring praises now we bring

and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!™
Be to the Father, and our Lord,

to Spirit blest, most holy God,

all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
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